Lesson 2 (Lesson 2: W is for Wages, W4 and W2)- Wages (activity)

Students compute the gross pay for a fictional John Dough given his hourly wage and

the number of hours worked. They compare gross pay to net pay. They learn what

FICA and federal income taxes are. They learn how to complete a W-4 form and what

a W-2 form is.

Lesson 2 (Unit 7 Your Career: Doing What Matters Most)- Education and Earning Potential 
Through a series of worksheets, students examine the relationships between education, career choice and earning potential. They examine the role of employee benefits, identify the factors that affect earning potential and financial planning and compare the pros and cons of working for themselves versus working for others.
Lesson 2 (Tax Time Scavenger Hunt)- Taxes

This lesson takes students through four useful sites, asking them to look for specific information that will broaden their understanding of how income taxes works.
Lesson 3 (Unit 2 Budgeting: Making the Most of Your Money)- Budgeting

Through a series of worksheets, students keep a spending log, develop a spending pie chart, identify the values that guide their spending decisions and identify the differences among fixed, variable and periodic expenses.

Lesson 3 (Lesson 5: Savvy Savers)- Saving

Students calculate compound interest to identify benefits of saving in interest-bearing accounts. They learn the "rule of 72" and apply it to both investments and debt. They learn that there is a relationship between the level of risk for an investment and the potential reward or return on that investment.
Lesson 4 (Section 2 Financial Institutions)- Financial Institutions
This lesson explores the services provided by mainstream financial institutions such as banks, credit unions and brokerages. It identifies the advantages and disadvantages of being unbanked and it alerts the participants to financial scams and schemes such as identify theft.

Lesson 4 (Lesson 3: Cash the Check and Track the Dough)- Checking Accounts
Students participate in an activity to learn about checking accounts, savings accounts and check-cashing services. Students learn the components of a check, and they organize and enter information into a check register in order to determine the balance. Students learn why maintaining account records is important. Students balance a monthly account statement.

Lesson 5 (Lesson 6: Credit Reports-and You Thought Your Report Card was Important) Lesson 7: Creditor's Criteria and Borrowers' Rights and Responsibilities- Credit
Students complete an activity sheet and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using credit. Students read a scenario about a young person's use of a credit card and answer some questions regarding repayment. Students learn about credit history, credit reports and credit-reporting agencies.

Students discuss key terms related to credit and learn how creditors use capacity, character and collateral as criteria for making loans. Students learn about credit rights and responsibilities. Groups use role-play scenarios in order to identify and discuss the rights and responsibilities of using credit.

Lesson 6 (Unit 6 Insurance: Protecting What You Have)-Insurance

In this unit, students evaluate risks they face in their everyday lives and ways to reduce or avoid those risks. Next they read a scenario about Michael and identify options to help him manage or reduce risk of loss. They take an inventory of items they possess and estimate replacement cost for each item. They review a car insurance application, fill out a sample automobile claims form, and review an insurance policy to identify what is covered and what isn't covered.

Lesson 6 (Lesson 9: There's No Such Thing as a Free Lunch)- Investing

Risk is inherent in all investments. In investing, there are risks you cannot control. However, other risks can be controlled. The key is to develop a risk-reward ratio with which you are comfortable. The higher the risk, the greater the potential reward. In this lesson, students learn about five types of risk and then compare the risks and rewards of several of the most frequently used investment vehicles. The lesson provides an overview of the investment world.

